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PREFACE 



I have great pleasure in introducing to the Telugu 
scholars in particular and to the lovers of literature 
in general Pradyumnacaritramu a terse poetical work 
in Telugu written by Muppirala Subbaraya Kavi who 
is supposed to have flourished in the latter half 
of the eighteenth century. Though small in volume 
when compared to the works of similar class in Telugu, 
it is in many respects superior to a majority of them 
in possessing rare literary qualities. This work is being 
issued as number two of our series. 

This Research Institute was originally established 
at Tirupati in 1940 under the authority of the Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams, Tirupati. About 60 works in 
Sanskrit, Telugu and Tamil have been published upto 
1 956 under different series of the Institute. 16 volumes 
of S. V. O- Journal - a literary organ of the Institute- 
were also issued during that period. 

Sri Venkateswara University was established at 
Tirupati in September, 1954 and the Institute with 
its two wings of Library, viz., Manuscripts and Printed 
Books and staff was transferred to the University 
on 1-11-1956 to achieve better results in research and 
teaching when post-graduate courses in Sanskrit and 
Telugu were to be instituted by the University which 
happened in July 1959. During this short period of 
three years S. V. University Oriental Journal, volume I 
of 1958 under new series was issued. In July, 1959 
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the Principal, S. V. University College was made the 
ex-officio Director of the Institute until 1968 during 
which period 6 more volumes of S. V. U. O. Journal 
ending with Vol. VII of 1964 were issued. 

It is in July, 1968 the present Director took inde- 
pendent charge of the Institute. The Journal is brought 
uptodate issuing 9 more volumes, i. e. from Vol. VIII 
of 1965 to Vol. XVI of 1973 in quick succession. The 
matter for Part I of Vol. XVII (1974) is under the 
process of printing. Book publication work dso is 
taken up and 8 works are already released and one 
more is in the press. Thanks to the dynamic persona- 
lity of Dr. D. Jaganatha Reddy our beloved Vice- 
Chancellor whose encouragement is always far ahead 
of our performance, 



TIRUPATI, 1 j. CHENNA REDDY, 

1st July, 1974. j EDITOR, 



INTRODUCTION 



It is by sheer accident that I laid my hands on a Telugu palm- 
leaf manuscript No. D. 571 preserved in the Manuscripts Library 
attached to S.V. University Oriental Research Institute, Tirupati, 
during my search for a rare and hitherto unpublished Telugu 
manuscript for editing and publishing under S.V. University Oriental 
Series of this Institute. On close scrutiny and after reading through 
a few folios of the text I could proudly announce that I secured 
the manuscript of Pradyumnacaritramu an exceptionally worthy 
metrical work in Telugu written by Muppirala Subbaraya K'avi 
who is supposed to have flourished in the latter half of the eighteenth 
century. This work is a unique one for the fact that it is a very 
rare and at the same time an unpublished manuscript and surprisingly 
enough not given due publicity by later poets though its poetry 
possessed all the literary merits enumerated by the rhetoricians. 

This Institute Library has acquired three manuscripts of this 
work one written pn palm-leaf the other two written on paper. 
Both the paper manuscripts are only transcripts of that palm-leaf 
manuscript. This palm-leaf manuscript No. D. 571 bundle 
number 332- originally belonged to Madras Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library, Madras. Along with a few thousands of 
Telugu manuscripts this work also was transferred in 1962 to 
S.V.U.O.R. Institute Library forming part of a share that fell 
to Andhra State when it was carved out of composite Madras 
State. 

Information about the existence of some more manuscripts 
of Pradyumnacaritramu was gathered but they were not available 
to me due to some unavoidable circumstances. In Part II of 
'Andhra Vangmaya Suchika* of the unpublished Telugu works 
prepared and printed in 1929 by A.ndhra Patrika Karyalayamu, 
Madras, it is mentioned that a copy of this Manuscript was available 
in the Manuscripts Library attached to ' Sahitya Parishad Patrika' 
office at Kakinada, But as it was a transition period when the 
Government of Andhra Pradesh has acquired possession of that 
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Library during the period I had begun the editing of this work 
at Tirupati, I could not secure it. 

On the back cover page of Satyabhama Santvanamu ' by 
Linganamakhi Srikameswara Kavi published by Sri K.G. Murti 
from Machilipatnam in 1937, a list of forthcoming publications 
was given in which Pradyumnacaritramu of Muppirala Subbaraya- 
kavi was included. But upto now it has not been published. It is 
presumed that the said publishers of Machilipatnam had in their 
view the manuscript of that work preserved at Kakinada only. 

On pages 527 to 529 of Volume II Sringara Prabandhas of 
the Descriptive Catalogue of the Telugu manuscripts printed by 
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras in the year 
1921 some extracts from Pradyumnacaritramu are given where- 
from particulars about the author Subbarayakavi could be gathered. 
This part incidentally has been of considerable help in emending 
the lacunae in the text of the manuscript caused by worms during 
the period of intervening fifty years. 

Pradyumnacaritramu extends over six cantos (Asvasas) con- 
taining a sum total of six hundred and twenty verses written on 
both sides of seventy one palm-leaves. The size of each palm-leaf 
is approximately 38.0 cmx3.5 cm. As the scribe Chakkilala 
Venkatesayya desired evidently to start each canto on a fresh leaf, 
second side of the leaves at the end of first, second, fourth and 
fifth cantos were left blank. 

'Krishnabhyiidayanuf can be taken as the last work of Subba- 
raya kavi. In the introductory part of that work the names of three 
more works namely, Pradyumnacaritramu, Savitricaritramu (in 
Dvipada or couplet), and Bhadradrirama Satakamu are mentioned 
as his earlier compositions. But except the first and the last 
both Prabandhas the other two works are not available to us. 

The scribe Venkatesayya has left some clues with regards 
to the time of composition of these works at the end of the 
manuscript of Krishnabhyudayamu. He has recorded therein 
that he has prepared a copy of that work under the personal super- 
vision of the author himself and completed it on the fourth day 
of the Solar month * Thai ' in the year Sarvari (January, 1781 A.D.) 
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recording at the same time the date on which the author had com- 
pleted the composing of Krishnabhyudayamu as the fifth day 
of the bright half of the month Margasirsha in the year Vikrti 
which will be November, 1770 A.D. Based on this the date of 
composition of Pradyumnacaritramu can be conveniently taken 
back to a period between 1760 and 1770 A.D. 

Sri Kandukuri Viresalingampantulu has stated in his first edition 
of 'Andhrakavula Charitramu' printed in the year 1897 A.D. that 
Muppirala Subbarayakavi the author of Pradyumnacaritramu might 
have lived a little over a hundred years ago. The observation of 
Sri Viresalingampantulu also almost agrees with the period between 
1760 and 1770 A.D. 

In this connection I wish to make a reference to a manuscript 
of * Kalapurnodayamu ' preserved in Madras Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library, Madras, believed to have been given by 
Muppirala Subbarayalu. That copy has been made use of by 
C.P. Brown at about 1 848 A.D. This Subbarayalu might have been 
most probably a grandson of the author of Pradyumnacaritramu. 

Muppirala Subbarayakavi has dedicated his last work ' Krishna- 
bhyudayamu ' to one Chakkilala Seshayarya a wealthy cousin of 
himself. The scribe of both Pradyumnacaritramu and Krishna- 
bhyudayamu is one individual by name Chakkilala Venkatesayya. 
It is evident from the introductory part of Krishnabhyudayamu 
that Muppirala family is related to Chakkilala family. Descendants 
of both the families are still living in Nellore Town and in the 
surrounding areas. So it can be convincingly determined that the 
author Muppirala Subbarayakavi belonged to Nellore District. 

The story of Pradyumna, the celebrated son of Srikrishna 
and Rukmini is given in the Mahabhagavata Purana and also 
in the Harivamsa an appendage to the great epic Mahabharata. 
Subbarayakavi has taken this plot from the above two works and 
rendered it into a Prabandha a summary of which is given below: 

Even when Pradyumna was an infant, a demon by name 
Sambara carried him stealthily and dropped him in an ocean, 
believing in an evil voice from the heavens. The child providenti- 
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ally escaped death and was brought up by Rati or Mayavati who 
was none other than the wife of Pradyumna in his previous birth. 
On attaining age, having been induced by Rati, Pradyumna 
invited Sambara for a duel and killed him. Thereon Pradyumna 
joined his parents at Dwaraka with his wife. 

A svayamvara was arranged to Rukmavathi, the daughter of 
Pradyumna* s maternal uncle Rukmi at Bhojapuri and was given 
good publicity. Pradyumna also attended that svayamvara where 
Rukmavathi chose him to be her consort. The marriage was 
celebrated with great pomp at Bhojapuri and all ended happily. 
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